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Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network 

Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment 

and Placement Program (VB-MAPP): 

Introduction & Administration 

 By: Heather Thompson, BCBA 

 

Penn Stateõs National Autism Conference 

July 30, 2013 

Thank you 

I want to send a special thank you out to 

the National Autism Conference and 

PaTTAN staff for granting me the 

opportunity to present to you today. 

 

It is an honor and a privilege. 

Agenda 

ÅNeed for Assessment 

ÅWhy the VB-MAPP 

ÅWhat Administrators Need to Know 

ÅConducting the VB-MAPP 

ÅScoring the VB-MAPP 

ÅReliability 

ÅAndéMaterials & Organizational Tips to 

help you along the way! 

Introduction 

As members of the educational process, whether we are 

parents, family members, teachers, supervisors, 

specialists, etc.; we all are faced with identifying students 

strengths and their needs and limitations with relation to 

language, social and behavioral functioning. 

But, often inappropriate intervention programs are 

developed for students with these needs for a variety of 

reasons, but also in part due to a lack of administration of 

appropriate assessments. 

For students with special needs, a primary focus for 

intervention needs to be in the increase and development 

of language and social communication as well as the 

decrease or elimination of problem behavior or other 

barriers to learning.  

Effective instructional design begins with an effective 

assessment andé 

Utilizing the VB-MAPP as an assessment tool will provide 

an easy way to focus on details necessary to develop an 

appropriate intervention program for students with 

language delays (autism and related disabilities). 

 

VB-MAPP 

ÅThe VB-MAPP was created by Dr. Mark 

Sundberg in 2008. 

ÅAvailable online www.avbpress.com 

ÅCost approximately $70.00 

ÅIncludes 2 parts: 

ÅGuide Book & Protocol Book 
 

http://www.avbpress.com/
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VB-MAPP Guide Book 

Provides a clear presentation on the details of a 

behavioral approach to language, 

administration guidelines, scoring instructions, 

and transition and curriculum planning 

assistance.   

The guidebook provides examples of filled out 

assessments, and provides more depth in 

each milestone to assist the administrator. 

There are also tips, examples and material 

preparation suggestions too. 

VB-MAPP Protocol Book 

Provides color coded scoring forms and assessment 

forms for the milestones (and EESA), barriers, transition, 

and the skills tracking and task analysis. 

Goal: The goal of the VB-MAPP assessment is to provide 

a baseline of a child's skills, and barriers to learning with 

a simple comparison to typically developing peers.  

Target Audience:  The VB-MAPP is designed for children 

with autism and other individuals who demonstrate 

language delays. 

State Standards: When utilizing the VB-MAPP, it is 

important to remember that the primary curricula is the 

State Standards (SAS) or newly the Common Core 

Curriculum. 

 

Goal of the VB-MAPP 

Can be 

available to 

you on 

request 

Why the VB-MAPP? 

 

1. The VB-MAPP is a behaviorally based language 

assessment; not very many of these available  

2. The VB-MAPP is based on the body of empirical 

research that provides the foundation of applied 

behavior analysis (ABA) andé  

3. The research on Skinnerôs analysis of Verbal Behavior 

of 1957.  

 

4. The VB-MAPP provides a distinction between the 

speaker and the listener, as guided by Skinnerôs clear 

distinction in his work Verbal Behavior of 1957. 

ÅSpeaker: individual doing the talking 

ÅListener: individual responding to the speaker 

Note: Often some students are able to be taught one 

behavior (speaker behavior) and pick up the other 

(listener behavior) and/or vise versa but this is not 

always the case with students with special needs and 

therefore the distinction is warranted and represented 

on the VB-MAPP.  Dr. Bridget Taylor spoke to this on 

Monday in the opening Keynote 
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5. The VB-MAPP combines an analysis of both form and 

function of language (where common language 

assessments typically focus on only on form).  It is not 

only important to focus on WHAT is said, but also WHY 

it is said! 

6. The VB-MAPP is developmentally sequenced.  It 

includes field test data from approximately 75 typically 

developing children and over 200 children with autism. 

7. The VB-MAPP is criterion-referenced: where the score 

shows whether or not the test takers performed well or 

poorly on a given task; not how that compares to other 

test takers and therefore it is not norm-referenced. 

8. The VB-MAPP is easy to administer 

9. The VB-MAPP is flexible as to where it can be 

administered (home, school, community) 

10. The VB-MAPP is time efficient although time differs 

depending on level of student, cooperation and 

assembly of materials.   

 

VB-MAPP Assessment 
This video can be located on www.pattan.net (3.46min) 

What an Administrator 

Needs to Know 

The VB-MAPP uses a behavioral unit of analysis which is 

the analysis of the form and function of language 

properties. To understand the functional properties, 

responses are analyzed by what happens immediately 

before them and what happens immediately after them.  In 

other words the ABC analysis. 

All administrators need to have a firm grasp on the ABC 

analysis to administer the VB-MAPP as well as the Verbal 

Operants as defined by Skinner in 1957. 

 

Overview of ABC 

Analysis 
This video can be located on www.pattan.net (2.51min)  

http://www.pattan.net
http://www.pattan.net/
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ABC Analysis 

The VB-MAPP considers all teaching 

interactions in relation to behavioral events: 

ÅA=Antecedent  (happens immediately 

before the behavior) 

ÅB=Behavior (measureable & observable) 

ÅC=Consequence (happens immediately 

after the behavior) 

ABC Analysis 

Antecedent Behavior Consequence 

Discriminative 

Stimulus (Sd) 

Response Reinforcement 

Motivating 

Operations (MO/EO) 

Extinction 

(Prompts) Punishment 

Elementary Verbal 

Operants 

Skinner defines what he calls the elementary 

verbal operants with the use of the ABC 

analysis.  

. 

Elementary Verbal 

Operants (Skinner, 1957) 
Mand: Asking for things that you want 

Tact: Labeling things that you see, hear, taste, smell, feel 

Intraverbal: Answering questions; or responding to 

something that you hear based on what is said to you 

Listener: Following directions 

Echoic: Say what someone else says (Yellow) 

Imitation: Do what someone else does 

Textual: Read out loud a word in text 

Copying-a-text: Write what someone else writes 

Transcription: Spell what you hear 

Verbal Operants 

The VB-MAPP separates the verbal operants 

into various categories within the milestones 

assessment (the first component of the VB-

MAPP) 

Verbal Operants Video 
This video can be located at www.pattan.net  

http://www.pattan.net/
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Verbal Operants in ABC 
Verbal 

Operant 

Antecedent Behavior Consequence 

Mand Motivative Operation 

(wants cookie) 

Verbal behavior 

(says ñcookieò) 

Direct reinforcement 

(gets cookie) 

Tact Sensory Stimuli 

(sees or smells cookie) 

Verbal behavior 

(says ñcookieò) 

Non-specific reinforcement 

(gets praised, for instance) 

Intraverbal Verbal stimulus 

(someone says:òWhat 

do you eat?ò) 

Verbal behavior 

(says ñcookieò) 

Non-specific reinforcement 

(gets praised, for instance) 

Echoic Verbal Stimulus 

(someone says 

ñcookieò) 

Verbal behavior: 

repeats all or part of 

antecedent 

(says ñcookieò) 

Non-specific reinforcement 

(gets praised, for instance) 

Slide by: Miklos & Dipuglia, Intensive Skills Training June 2013 

Verbal Operants in ABC 

Operant Antecedent Behavior Consequence 

Receptive 

(Listener 

Responding) 

Verbal stimulus 

(someone says ñtouch 

cookieò)* 

*in this case the cookie 

must also be present: all 

receptive discriminations 

involve 2 SDs 

Non-verbal behavior 

(child touches cookie) 

Non-specific reinforcement 

(gets praised, for instance) 

Imitation 

Point to point 

correspondence 

a.k.a. Mimetic 

Non-verbal behavior 

(person performs an 

action, etc.) 

Non-verbal behavior 

with point to point 

correspondence 

(person imitates same 

action) 

Non-specific reinforcement 

(example: praise; óyouôre 

right!ô, óôgreat job!ô high 

five, pat on back, etc.) 

Match to sample Non-verbal behavior 

(presentation of 

stimuli) 

Non-verbal behavior (in 

presence of one 

stimuli, a second 

stimuli is selected with 

shared properties).  

Non-specific reinforcement 

(example: praise; óyouôre 

right!ô, óôgreat job!ô high 

five, pat on back, etc.) 

Slide by: Miklos & Dipuglia, Intensive Skills Training June 2013 

More detailed training is required beyond this 

presentation.  There is a summary of a behavioral 

approach to language assessment in the guidebook as 

well as Skinnerôs analysis of verbal behavior,  however 

in addition you may consider: 

Attending Courses and/or Trainings such as Intensive 

Skills Training provided by PaTTAN (refer to the 

website for details)  

Reading texts such as Cooper, Heron & Heward, 2007 

The information is out there!  You just have to access it! 

Assessing & Scoring 

the VB-MAPP 

5 Components of the 

VB-MAPP 

 

ÅMilestones Assessment 

ÅBarriers Assessment 

ÅTransition Assessment 

ÅTask Analysis and Skills Tracking 

ÅCurriculum Placement and Writing IEP Goals 

 

These Components 

Provideé 
Provides 5 VB-MAPP Components 

Baseline of studentôs skills Milestones 

Evaluation of barriers to 

language & learning 

Barriers 

Assists with educational 

placement decisions 

Transition 

Aids in goal setting and 

instructional design 

Curriculum Placement & 

Writing IEP Goals 

More detailed analysis at the 

operant level & a tracking 

system. 

Task Analysis/ Skills Tracking 
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Milestones Assessment 

ÅThere are 170 measurable learning and 

language Milestones and ordered into 3 

developmental levels 

ÅLEVEL 1: 0-18 Months 

ÅLEVEL 2: 18-30 Months 

ÅLEVEL 3: 30-48 Months 

Milestones Assessment 

ÅEach level assesses different milestones in 

various skill areas 

ÅNot all skill areas are in each level 

Milestones Level 1 (0-18mo) Level 2 (18-30mo) Level 3 (30-48mo) 

Mand X X X 

Tact X X X 

Listener Response X X X 

VP/MTS X X X 

Play X X X 

Social X X X 

Imitation X X 

Echoic X X 

Spontaneous Vocal X 

LRFFC X X 

Intraverbal X X 

Group X X 

Linguistics X X 

Reading X 

Writing X 

Math X 

TOTAL: 9 12 13 

Milestones Assessment 

Scoring Form Assessment (sample) 

Milestones Level 1 
Includes: 

Mand, Tact, Listener, Visual Perceptual & 

Match-to-Sample, Play, Social, Imitation, 

Echoic, Vocal  

Milestones Response 

Forms 
Level 1 manding includes 3 different response 

forms that can work in a similiar manner at the 

early mand level. 

ÅVocal Speech-included in every example 

ÅSign Language-implied in all cases 

ÅPicture Exchange Communication System 

PECS (Bondy & Frost 2002) & Augmentative 

Devices-in some cases can be similarly 

utilized for the Mand, Listener Discrimination, 

MTS,   
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Milestones Level 2 
New Skill Sets in Level 2: 

 

Listener Responding by Feature, Function & Class 

(LRFFC), Intraverbal, Classroom Routines and 

Group Skills, and Linguistic Structure.   

Milestones Level 2 

Note: Typically developing 0-18 month olds 

do not demonstrate these skills and therefore 

were not represented in LEVEL 1. 

In general, if a studentôs scores fall primarily 

in LEVEL 1, it is recommended not to 

program for these areas that were added in 

LEVEL 2. 

Milestones Level 2 

Skill Set Discontinued in Level 2: 

Spontaneous Vocal Behavior 

This is less of a target at this point for most 

students who have acquired echoic behavior. 

Milestones Level 3 

Skill Sets Added to Level 3:  

 

Reading, Writing, and Math 

Milestones Level 3 

Note: Typically developing 18-30 month olds do 

not demonstrate these academic skill sets added in 

LEVEL 3. 

It is recommended not to program for these 

academic skill sets if students scores fall mainly in 

LEVEL 2 (or LEVEL 1) 

LEVEL 1 & LEVEL 2 skill sets should be firmly 

acquired prior to beginning to target academic 

skills. 

Milestones Level 3 

Discontinued Skill Sets in Level 3:  

Echoic and  Motor Imitation 

These are less of a target area for 

students who have reached this level. 
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How to Administer the 

Milestones 
ÅRecommended to test in 

sequence presented  

ÅLeft to Right 

ÅMILESTONE 1, then 2 up to 

15. 

ÅOrder is irrelevant, but keep in 

mind that some high skills are 

based upon completion of 

previous milestones.   

ÅCan Mix & Vary presentations 

across different operants to 

help maintain instructional 

control. 

How to Administer the 

Milestones 

Utilize the VB-MAPP 

Protocol Book for each 

milestone  

 

Here highlighted is an 

example of a milestone 

Mand #6: objective & 

example 

How to Administer the 

Milestones 

The type of test is also 

provided for you; this includes 

what is highlighted: 

Å (T) Direct Testing 

Å (O) Observation 

Å (E) Either Testing 

or Observation 

Å (TO) Timed 

Observation 

Scoring the Milestones 

ÅAdministrators are to identify the current level 

of performance of each skill.  

ÅOtherwise know as: Operant level or baseline 

ÅEach milestone is to be scored either a 0, ½ or 

1 point based on the criteria in the VB-MAPP 

Guide book. 

Scoring the Milestones 

ÅIf the milestone is clearly 

too easy for the child 

SCORE 1 & move to next 

milestone 

ÅIf a child is demonstrating 

limits in a milestone, then 

more careful and 

thorough testing is 

warranted.  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Scoring the Milestones  

 

ÅAs you are testing (bottom up) through the 

milestones, if a student has missed 3 milestones 

in a row it is reasonable to stop testing. 

  

ÅHowever!!! Some students demonstrate splinter 

skills and these should be SCORED as such!   
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Scoring the Milestones 

ÅWAYS APPROXIMATIONS CAN BE SCORED 

ÅEXAMPLE 1-Tact: Child may say ñookie" reliably when 

in the presence of a cookie.  In this example, the TACT 

is functionally correct but poor in form.  COUNT this 

example as a KNOWN TACT 

ÅEXAMPLE 2-Tact:  Child says ñcookie" in the presence 

of anything or everything.  In this example, the form is 

correct but the function is incorrect and should NOT be 

COUNTED as a KNOWN TACT.  

YES 

NO 

Scoring the Milestones 

ÅMilestones scoring form used to create a 

student profile across all the skill levels 

ÅOnly score a skill as correct if the student can 

reliably evoke the behavior on demand or an 

adult can observe it. 

ÅThe goal is spontaneity no prompts please of 

any kind unless specifically requested in the 

skill/milestones/etc. 

Fill out the Milestones scoring form with the studentôs name, date 

of birth, age at test, and complete the Key with the total score, 

date, color and administrator (for all four applications) 

Milestones: Transferring Data 

from Assessment to Scoring Form 

There are four 

boxes for four 

administrations 

5 items and 5 

possible points 

for each skill 

area in each 

level 

From the scores of each 

of the 170 milestones 

assessed, transfer the 

scores to the Milestones 

Scoring Form with either 

a 0, ½, or 1.  

All scores are then added 

up and marked in the 

Key: Score in the above 

right column(s). A 

completed milestone 

counts as 1 point and a 

half milestone filled in 

counts as ½ a point.  

Total possible points 170.  

69.5 



7/30/2013 

10 

If you have assessed any 

milestones in the skill set 

of 5, place a dot in the 

circles below the set of 

five milestones 

If student scores a 0, 

leave the box blank. 

If the student scores a ½, 

color in half the box. 

If the student scores a 1, 

color in the whole box. 

Transferring Data 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

Transferring Data 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1/2 

0 

5 

3.5 

Milestones Master Scoring 

Form provides a graphic 

presentation of assessment 

results and progress 

between re-assessments 

Electronic version available 

at www.marksundberg.com  

Allows simultaneous 

display of 4 assessments at 

different points in time. 

Milestones Assessment 

ÅHow often do we utilize the vbmapp 

milestones assessment? 

ÅOnce a year according to the guide 

ÅSchool year we recommend pre and 

post assessment opportunities fall and 

spring 

Example of a Pre & 

Post Assessment 

Åpre (blue) 

Åpost (yellow) 

http://www.marksundberg.com/
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VB-MAPP Scoring Supplement 

Available for you on the 

conference website 

VB-MAPP Scoring Supplement 
ÅProvides you with a organized 

method to track what you 

have assessed (itemized), 

provides many examples for 

many milestones, give the 

administrator the tools to 

assist in developing a 

students program with known 

skills and unknown skills. 

ÅAssist the administrator in 

future assessments for this 

student by knowing exactly 

what was assessed. 

Available for you on the 

conference website 

Mand Level I 

1 

Emits 2 mands with echoic or 

imitative prompt(no physical 

prompts: 

1. ½ 

2. 
1 

2 
Emits 4 mands w/o prompts except 

ƛǘŜƳ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΚέ 

1. 

½ 2. 

3. 

4. 1 

3 
Generalizes 6 mands across 2 people, 

settings, and examples. 

  

People Setting Example  

½ 

1.             

2.             

3.             

4.             

1 5.             

6.             

4 
Emits 5 mands in 1 hour (item can be 

present). 

1. 
½ 

2. 

3. 

1 4. 

5. 

5 
Emits 10 mands w/o prompts except 

ƛǘŜƳ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΚέ 

1. 

½ 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
1 

10. 

Part of the 

Supplemental 

Scoring Form: 

Available for 

you on the 

conference 

website 

 

Listener Responding Level 3 

11 

Selects items by 

color and shape 

from an array of six 

similar stimuli, for 4 

colors and 4 shapes 

(e.g., Find the red 

car. Find the square 

cracker) 

Color 1: Color 2: 

½  
Shape 1: Shape 2: 

Color 3: Color 4: 

1 
Shape 3: Shape 4: 

12 

Follows 2 

instructions 

involving 6 

different 

prepositions (e.g., 

Stand behind the 

chair) and 4 

different pronouns 

(e.g., Touch my ear) 

Prepositions Pronouns 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

Score ½ if student can: 

- Follow 2 instructions for each of 3 different prepositions and 2 different pronouns ƻǊΧΧ 
- Follow 2 instructions for each of 6 different prepositions but not for pronouns or vice versa 
Score 1 if student can follow 2 instructions for each of the different prepositions and 

pronouns tested. 

Part of the 

Supplemental 

Scoring Form: 

Available for 

you on the 

conference 

website 

Listener Responding By Function, 
Feature, and Class (LRFFC) 

                     Level 2 

6 
Selects an animal or object from an array 
of 3, for 5 different sounds made b the 
corresponding items (e.g., Meow says a 
Χ ¢ƻƻǘΣ ǘƻƻǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ Χύ 

Sound 1 Sound 2 
½ 

Sound 3 Sound 4 Sound 5 
1 

7 

Selects 5 different foods or drinks when 
each is presented in an array of 5 (along 
with 4 non-food or non-drink items) and 
asked the verbal fill-ƛƴǎΧ¸ƻǳ ŜŀǘΧŀƴŘ 
¸ƻǳ ŘǊƛƴƪΧ 

Item 1   Item 2 
½ 

Item 3 Item 4  Item 5 
 1 

8 

Selects the correct item from an array of 
8, for 25 different LRFFC fill-in 
 
 statements of any type (e.g., You sit on a 
Χύ 

1.  

 
 
 

½ 

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

1 

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

21.  

22.  

Part of the 

Supplemental 

Scoring Form: 

Available for 

you on the 

conference 

website 

Body Parts LD  

òTouch your __ó  

LD  

òTouch my __ó  

Tact  

 òWhatõs this?ó  

Arms    

Cheeks    

Chin    

Ears    

Elbow    

Eyes    

Feet    

Fingers    

Hair     

Hands    

Head    

Knee    

Legs    

Mouth     

Neck    

Nose    

Shoulders    

Teeth    

Toes    

Tummy/be lly     

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Prepositions òTouch the one 
that is __ó  

òWhereõs the _?ó   òTouch the one 

that is __ó  

òWhereõs the _?ó  

Above   Into   

Around   Near   

At    Next to   

Behind   Of   

Below   Off   

Beside   On   

Between   Out   

By   Over   

For   Through   

 From   To   

In   Under   

In front of    With    

Part of the 

Supplemental 

Scoring Form: 

Available for 

you on the 

conference 

website 
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VB-MAPP KIT 
ÅVB-MAPP Kit here is fully equipped 

with the Guide and Protocol.  There is 

a list of items give to you as well on 

the web for your convenience.  

Extremely helpful in providing easy 

access to materials for testing 

purposes.  Cost just under $800.00 

ÅIn addition to that, the ABA Language 

Cards with over 2,000 in the box is 

highly recommended! 
http://www.difflearn.com/ Just under 

$400.00 

Organization & 

Materials Preparation 

Tools you need ... 
V VB-MAPP Guide & Protocol 

V Reinforcers 

V Pencil 

V Timer 

V Clickers 

V Clipboard 

V VB-MAPP Scoring Supplement 

V Assessment Materials 

Preparing to Assess the 

VB-MAPP Milestones 

Assessment 

Before Beginning Tips 

Test for Preference 

Å Complete a reinforcer assessment/survey and/or preference 

Assessment.  

Å Important people to survey are parents, caregivers, those 

close to the student. 

ÅYou also want to look for items that can be delivered quickly, 

are consumable or allow only a brief period of contact, can be 

teacher controlled, are usually strongly motivating. 

ÅAlso look for items that are age appropriate 

http://www.difflearn.com/
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Reinforcer Survey 

ÅThe idea is to gain insight as to 

what motivates the student.  

ÅThis survey will probe questions 

to inquire about student interests 

in food, toys, social interactions, 

sensory activities, etc.    

Note: items listed may be 

motivating only in the context that 

they are available or delivered and 

may not be of interest to the student 

in different ways/places/etc. 

Available for you on the conference 

website 

Collect Reinforcers 

ÅCollect these reinforcers in preparation to assessing 

the student.   

ÅInclude novel items as well. 

ÅKeep items in the control of the administrator.  

ÅUtilize a container that is mobile, easily accessible, and 

easy to keep these items organized.   

Reinforcing your 

Student 
ÅRegularly provide some non-contingent reinforcement 

ÅPraise student for correct answers and provide 

reinforcement 

ÅBe sure to keep the reinforcement schedule that is 

suitable to your student. 

ÅEnd sessions on strong responding (donôt wait for 

problem behavior!!) 

ÅAllow time for small breaks however do not allow 

access to strong reinforcers at that time.  Save them 

for the test! 

Preparing the 

Environment 

Common testing areas would be  

Åhome 

Åclassroom 

Åcommunity 

Scheduling Time 

Times below are approximate for the Milestones 

Assessment. 

ÅLEVEL 1: 2-3 hours 

ÅLEVEL 2: 4-5 hours 

ÅLEVEL 3: 8-10 hours 

Note: Milestones Assessment: faster than 

administering the Task Analysis & Skills 

Tracking. 

In Summary é 

ÅHave all materials ready, organized and easily 

accessible 

ÅFollow your reinforcement tips 

ÅAvoid providing cues and prompts J 

ÅAllow 3-5 seconds to respond 

ÅRepeat test items 2-3 times before moving on 

ÅCareful to score based on the criteria detailed in the 

protocol & guide. 
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Tips when testing the 

Milestones 

Assessment! 

Testing the Mand 
Materials Needed: Items from your preference 

assessment can and should be used here! 

Type of Testing: Either testing by capturing and/or 

contriving or Observing  

Warning: Avoid asking ñWhat do you wantò & you must 

have clear way to recognize motivation (student wants 

what is asked for). BE CAREFUL!  Often administrators 

score a yes for Mands when a student is just Tacting an 

item (therefore is just saying the name of the item but 

does not show any general interest in the thing they 

have said).  This is NOT a mand! 

More information can be found on the PaTTAN website 

under MAND MANUAL about MANDS! 

Types of Mands & Adult 

Model Mand Video 

Testing the Tact 

Materials Needed: Various materials are needed to 

prepare for this one.  The VB-MAPP kit really assists 

this process with 2D (language builder cards) as well as 

various 3D objects readily available.  However, all 

materials can be found in the environment for items 

sought out are meant to be COMMON OBJECTS.  

Many probe lists can be found with the use of a 

supplemental scoring form. 

Pictures can be found under Google images, however it 

is time consuming to print all your own photos not cost 

efficient. 

Testing the Tact 

Types of Testing: Mostly testing with some 

observation of spontaneous tacting.  Often 

begin by asking the student a question like: 

ñWhat is it?ò, ñWhat do you see?ò 

Warning: Was the student able to label the item 

with the detail that you asked?  For instance if 

you asked for an action and they told you the 

name of the item, this is not correct for labeling 

the action. 

Testing the Tact 

Level 1 is fairly quick to assess. 

Level 2 starting with Tact M-7 needs 50 Tacts w/ 

3 exemplars. 

Note for Tact M-8 you want to demonstrate the 

action, not show a picture of an action. 
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Testing the Tact 

Note for Tact M-9 much easier when you have a 

list of objects and various noun verb 

combinations to test (supplement can help you 

here) 

Note for Tact M-10 Large box of cards helps you 

tact up to 200 items, but also some pictionary 

books are recommended for this. 

Testing the Tact 

Level 3 in M-11 they are asking you to tact a 

variety of items but to answer different 

questions about them in a mixed format, for 

instance with a ball, phone, and bat you may 

ask what is it, what shape, what color in a 

mixed order to see if the student can 

discriminate what you are asking. 

Testing the Tact 

M-12/13 Preposition & Adjectives list available 

in the supplemental scoring form 

M-15- you need 1000 words tested but you can 

use the items that have already been tested 

and just keep adding here.   

 

Types of Tacts Adult 

Model Video 

Testing the Listener 

Materials Needed: Luckily mostly the same 

items that were used for TACT testing can be 

utilized here.  The only difference is the way 

the student RESPONDS. 

Warning: Try to at least have more than three 

items in the field to avoid a 50/50 guess; watch 

for process of elimination/if you have asked 

me all the other ones, it has to be this 

oneé/watch not to ask about the item you just 

put down as well (these are all signals) 

Adult Model LR Video 



7/30/2013 

16 

Testing VP/MTS 

Materials Needed:  The VB-MAPP kit helps 

tremendously with preparing these materials 

readily.   

Here you will be asking the student to ñmatchò or 

ñput with sameò or just providing the stimuli to 

match without saying anything. 

Adult Model VP/MTS 

Video 

Independent Play 

Materials needed: usually an enriched play 

environment with various toys, props are 

available. 

Observation mostly the only testing procedure 

here. 

Testing Social 

Materials Needed:  Peers! Helpful at a 

playground, siblings, at school recess is a 

good time to test this. 

Some objectives specify what the context of the 

peer interaction is, and it varies whether they 

are all observation or if they give you a choice 

to probe the behavior (usually through the 

peer). 

Testing Imitation 
Materials Needed: usually just a list of imitative 

behaviors and some objects that can be found 

in the VB-MAPP kit for easy of time. 

Administrator will demonstrate a movement (like 

raising hands in the air, or tapping the table, or 

opening a book) and direct student by saying 

ñdo thisò 

Warning: If student following your 

demonstration, does something incorrect then 

demonstrates the correct behavior that is an 

incorrect response, but you can test up to 3 

diff. times 

Adult Model IM Video 
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Testing Echoics 
Materials Needed: The Early Echoic Skills 

Assessment (EESA) created by Barbara E. 

Esch, Ph.D, BCBA, CCC-SLP. 

Located in the Protocol Book 

Provides insight on articulation errors, and 

intelligibility concerns of students speech. 

Testing Echoics 

(EESA) 
.Protocol book has the 

Assessment form that covers: 

Å Simple and Reduplicated syllables 

(mama, bye bye) 

Å Syllable combinations (bunny, daddy, 

pay day) 

Å Prosody on phrases & overall pitch, 

loudness & duration. 

The format of the test is simple.  The 

words are provided to you and you 

are to ask the student to repeat after 

you.   

Note: If a student repeats you when you 

say ñSAY BALLò and they say ñSAY 

BALLò; just drop the ñSAYò. 

Testing Echoics 

(EESA) 
When you are about to 

assess the Echoic Section of 

LEVEL 1 in the Milestones 

Assessment, it tells you to 

refer to the scores of the 

EESA subtest. 

Utilize the total scores from 

each EESA segment and 

transfer this data to the 

Milestones Assessment 

(which then further is 

transferred to the Milestones 

Scoring form. 

1 

3 

2 

Testing Echoics 

(EESA) 

Provides 4 grids for 

4 possible 

assessments. 

Testing Echoics 

(EESA) 

Can be administered across many different 

sessions just like the Milestones assessment. 

Can give up to three opportunities (trials) for 

student to respond. 

Take the best response out of the 3 trials. 

Testing Echoics 

(EESA) 
Sounds that are correct get a 1 point just like the Milestones 

but is marked with an x in the box next to the target. 

Sounds that are recognizable but has either incorrect 

consonants, missing consonants, or extra syllables score a ½ 

point which is written with a slash in the box provided next to 

the target. 

Score a 0 if: no response, or there are echoic responses that 

have incorrect vowels & deleted syllables.  A zero is marked 

by leaving the square blank. 

/ 
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Adult Model Echoic 

Video 

Testing Vocal 

Materials Needed: None 

Observe student behavior in time alotted, and 

score accordingly 

Only in Level 1.   

Testing LRFFC 

Materials Needed: Various objects and picture 

(used in Tact & Listener probes)  FFC 

supplemental scoring form will assist with this.  

Available on the conference website 

Here the observer will ask a variety of 

information about the items versus just ñfind 

the fire truckò.   

  Respond by Feature  Respond by Function Respond by Class 

Item T R Feature T R LR T TR IV IVR   LR T TR IV IVR   LR T TR IV IVR 

Boat     Sail               Floats on water           Vehicle           

      Mast               Go fishing on it                       

      Bow               Take ride on it                       

      Stern                                       

Book     Pages               Read it           Find at library           

      Bind                                       

      Cover                                       

      Words                                        

      Pictures                                       

Bowl     Round                Put cereal/soup in           Find in kitchen           

Bread     White & brown               Toast it           Food           

      Crust                Eat it                       

                      Make sandwich with                       

Broccoli      Green               Grows in garden           Food           

                      Eat it           Vegetable           

                      Cook it                       

Broom     Handle                Sweep with                       

      Bristles               Clean floors with it                       

Brush     Handle               Brush hair with                       

      Bristles                                       

Butterfly     Wings               Flies           Insect           

      Antennae                                       

Bucket     Has a handle               Holds sand in it                       

                      Play at the beach with it                       

Cake     Sweet               Eat at birthday parties           Food           

      Frosting/icing               Bake it           Desert           

      Has candles                                       

Calendar     Months               Hang on wall                       

      Days               Tells you dates                       

      Dates                                       

                                              

Camera     Lens               Take pictures with           Electronic           

      Buttons                                       

      Batteries                                       

      Strap                                       

Candy     Sweet               Eat it           Food            

      Sticky                           Snack           

                                              

Can Opener     Blade               Open cans with it           Things in kitchen           

      handle                                       

                                              

Testing LRFFC 

Student will be asked about features: ñFind the 

wheelsò ñFind the doorò of the Fire Truck. 

Student will be asked about the function ñshow 

me what a fire truck doesò or ñfind the one that 

you driveò 

Student will be asked to ñfind the one that is a 

vehicleò   

Testing Intraverbals 

Materials Needed: List of questions to ask the 

student (no stimuli needed).  Intraverbal sub 

tests are available to assist this, as well as the 

supplemental scoring form. Available on the 

conference website 

Probe the student with the question and observe 

their response to the questions probed and 

score accordingly. 
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Adult Model IV Video 

Testing Group 

Materials Needed: Group/Classroom 

environment 

Observe student behavior in time alotted, and 

score accordingly in the appropriate settings. 

Testing Linguistics 

Materials Needed: Some materials can be used 

that were from the Tacts/LR, mostly scores 

combine previously tested verbal operant 

sections 

Observe student behavior in time alotted or 

collectively total the tested group of items 

suggested (or you will need to test directly). 

Testing Reading 

Materials Needed: books, picture and word 

matching materials, letter stimuli, students 

written name (provided in the VB-MAPP kit but 

also easy to find in the environment) 

Observe student behavior in a combination of 

LR, T, VP, Textual, behavior requested and 

score accordingly. 

Testing Writing 

Materials Needed: writing utencil, and writing 

surface 

Observe student behavior to copy-text, and 

transcribe  

Testing Math 

Materials Needed: items, and numbers (can be 

found in the environment easily and in vbmapp 

kit) 

Observe student behavior as LR, Tact, rote-

counting, and VP/MTS and score accordingly. 
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Test For Reliability 

Milestones Reliability 

Taking steps to ensure your scores are reliable will 

take the use of more than one observer to score 

along side of the Administrator; then both score and 

compare the results.   

The goal is to have reliable scoring amongst two 

trained professionals in efforts to validate the score. 

Milestones Reliability 

Procedure:  Pre-select 3 items per domain  The three 

items should be selected from the range of items that 

are likely to be acquired or close to acquired for the 

studentôs to be observed. Avoid selecting items that are 

way beyond what you estimate to be the studentôs 

competency level. 

Simultaneously score the selected items.  

During this process, either person can administrate the 

test. Be sure, however, that both individual evaluators 

communicating how they will score. 

 

Milestones Reliability 
Upon completion of the reliability items, 

enter scores from both evaluators on this 

score sheet.  

VB-

MAPP 

Section 

and item 

number 

Evaluator 1 

SCORE 

Evaluator 2 

SCORE 

Agree or 

Disagree 

Notes 

 MAND M-1  1  1  AGREE 
  

 MAND M-4  1 1/2  Disagree 
  

 MAND M-5  0 0  AGREE 
  

          

Milestones Reliability 
Calculate agreement by the formula presented on the last 

line of this chart.  

Agreement needs to be at 90% or higher. If lower levels of 

agreement are found, check scoring criteria, discuss, re-train 

as necessary and then re-check reliability by repeating this 

process.  Available on the conference website 

      

Total agree =     30 
  

  

  

  

  

  

    

Total Agree 

Total Scored  X 100 = % Agree 

  

  30 

  31     X 100 =   97% Agree 

  

The Barriers 

Assessment 
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Barriers Assessment 

Scoring Form Assessment 

Barriers Assessment 

ÅGoal: to determine if barriers exist.  If Barriers exist...a more 

detailed descriptive and/or functional analysis of that problem 

is required. 

ÅConduct the Barriers Assessment with the Milestones 

Assessment 

ÅBy identifying these barriers, the administrator can 

develop intervention strategies that address these barriers 

and lead to better acquisition in the future. 

Barriers Assessment 

Fill in the students name, date of birth, age at test, score, date, 

color, and administrator (there are up to four administrations 

available on the Barriers Scoring Form just like the Milestones 

Assessment) 

Barriers Assessment 

The assessment can 

be conducted up to 4 

times on this scoring 

form. 

Provides an 

assessment of 24 

common learning and 

language acquisition 

barriers faced by 

children with autism or 

other developmental 

disabilities 

Barriers Assessment 

Behavior Problems, Instructional Control, Defective Mand, 

Defective Tact, Defective Echoic, Defective Imitation 

Barriers Assessment 

Defective VP-MTS, Defective Listener, Defective Intraverbal, 

Defective Social Skills, Prompt Dependent, Scrolling 
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Barriers Assessment 

Defective Scanning, Defective Conditional Discrimination, Failure to 

Generalize, Weak Motivators, Response Requirement Weakens 

MO, Reinforcer Dependent 

Barriers Assessment 

Self-Stimulation, Defective Articulation, Obsessive-Compulsive 

Behavior, Hyperactive Behavior, Failure to Make Eye Contact, 

Sensory Defensiveness 

Scoring the Barriers 

Scoring criteria 0-1-2-3-4 

Each barrier has a rubric specific to that barrier being assessed.   

Scoring the Barriers 

Some items can be scored with 

feedback from those working or 

knowing student well (parents & 

family members) for instance, 

problem behavior, self-

stimulation, etc. 

Some items can be more 

technical in nature and may 

need an experienced clinician 

to assess (scrolling, prompt 

dependency, defective mands) 

Transferring Data 

2 

4 

3 

1 

0 

Quick Progress Analysis 
Milestones to have more 

filled in over time 

Barriers to have less filled in 

over time 
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The Transition 

Assessment 

Transition Assessment 

Scoring Form Assessment 

Transition Assessment 

ÅAn evaluative tool of studentôs overall skills 

and learning abilities. 

ÅShould be administered after the Milestones 

and Barriers for the scores from both are 

utilized in this assessment tool. 

ÅCan assist IEP teams in the decision making 

process of educational environments suited for 

learning success of a student. 

Transition Assessment 

There are 18 areas to be scored and 3 main 

categories 

ÅVB-MAPP Scores and Academic 

Independence 

ÅLearning Patterns 

ÅSelf-help, Spontaneity, and Self-Direction 

Transition Assessment 

These three categories should be weighted 

differently when utilizing for guidance.  In the 

guidebook there are details depending on 

what score the student achieves for each of 

the 18 skills 

Transition Assessment 

VB-Mapp Milestones Score, VB-MAPP Barriers Score, Negative 

Behaviors & Instructional Control, Classroom Routines/Group 

Skills, Social Skills and Social Play, Independent Academic Work 


