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Abstract

An intervention group (# = 23) of preschool children with autism was identified on the
basis of parent preference for early intensive behavioral intervention and a comparison
group (# = 21) identified as receiving treatment as usual. Prospective assessment was un-
dertaken before treatment, after 1 year of treatment, and again after 2 years. Groups did
not differ on assessments at baseline but after 2 years, robust differences favoring intensive
behavioral intervention were observed on measures of intelligence, language, daily living
skills, positive social behavior, and a statistical measure of best outcome for individual
children. Measures of parental well-being, obtained at the same three time points, produced
no evidence that behavioral intervention created increased problems for either mothers or
fathers of children receiving it.
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Table ITI. A Simple Language Matrix

Task Formats and
Verbal Response Classes

Traming & Generalization Modes

2D 3D
(picture) (object)

1st Person 2nd Person

(child)

(therapist)

3rd Person
(another)

Omne-Term Conditional Discrimination
Object
Action
Subject
Adjective
Preposition
Pronoun
Two-Term Conditiona Discrimination
Subject Action
Prepostion-Adjective
Three-Term Conditional Discrimination
Action-Adjective-Object
Subject-Action-Adjective
Four-Term Conditional Discrimination
Subject-Preposition-Adjective-Object
Subject-Action-Preposition-Object
Five-Term Conditional Discrimination
Subj-Action-Prepostion-Adjec-Object
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917393

030731

031793

939137

931937

939317

939173

037193
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Set 1: Set 2:
Colour/noun Colour/noun
teaching generalisation

Set 3:
Noun/action
generalisation
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