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A Assessment (analysid)ives the intervention
A An initial assessment provides a baseline (operant skill level)
A On-going assessment provides tracking and outcome data

A On-going assessment can guide program adjustments

A The failure to conduct an adequate assessment can result in an
inappropriate and ineffective curriculum for a child, as well aa
wasteof valuableteaching timeand resources
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Al't i's essent i sadxistingwerdaldnenverbalfand 3
social skills (e.g., mandsgchoics listener skills, peer initiation)

A lt is also essential to identify the language, social, behavioral, ar
learning barriers that are preventimigsiowing down skilkcquisition
A Most common language assessment tools for children with autis
to provide this necessary informatidésch LaLonde & Esch 2010)
AFor example, 28 out of 38maad i

repertoire Eschet al, 2010), and none provida assessment of
possible barriers

T ——

A Norm-referenced vs. criteriereferenced

A A normreferenced tests ranks and sorts students using percenti
measures relative to a large samgdlpeers (e.g., 1Q tests, SAT,
PPVT, #ABell curveo)

AAcriterionr ef erenced test pr osmabterg
of a predetermined group of skills (e.g., math skills)

A A criterion-referenced test provides specific information as to wh
student (or professional) can or cannot do in a certain domain (g
manding national board medical exam, BACB exam)

A A criterion-referenced assessment provides the operant level
(baseline) of a domain of skilfer an individual learner, and can
directly point to intervention needs and priorities
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A Basic behavioral concepts and principles allow professionals
identify and quantify learning, as well as barriers (e.g.,
motivation, reinforcement, stimulus contrgeneralization)

A A behavioral analysisf typical human developmeptovidesa
frame of reference for an assessment (e.g., Bijou & B&é5;
Schlinger 1996;Novak & Pelaez2003; Skinner, 1957)

ASk i rsif1®57)aanalysis of verbal behavior provides a
behavioral framework of language and social behavior that c
be used tguide an intervention prograrBndberg & Michael,
2001)

e

A Expands and clearly delineates the traditional categories of
expressive and receptive language

A Expressive languagés expanded across the verbal operants
A echoic (motor imitation, copying-text)

A mand

A tact

A intraverbal

A textual

A transcriptive

A Receptive languages expanded to four distinct repertoires
A listener discriminations (receptive language)

A audience participation

A mediator of reinforcement

A emotional responder
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A There are five components of the \NBAPP

A TheVB-MAPP: Milestones Assessmenteasures 16 domains
with 170languagelearning, and social milestonesross 3
developmental levels {08 months, 180 months, 38 month¥

A TheVB MAPP: Barriers Assessmentexamines 24 common
learning and languadearriers ofterfaced by children with autism

A TheVB MAPP: Transition Assessmentis a summary assessment

of 18 domains and can serve i
educational needs

A TheVB-MAPP: Supporting Skills and Task Analysisprovides a
checklist of hundreds of additional skills that may not warrant
milestone status, but support the development of each of the
domains (e.g., mands for attention, tacts of auditory stjmuli

A In addition, this section contains a task analysis of the 170
milestones, which is valuable for those progressing at a slower 1

A TheVB-MAPP: Placement and IEP Goalgprovides
recommendations for program developmesgecont he ¢ hi
VB-MAPP profile, andhis specificscores on th&70 milestones
and the 24 Batrriers

A Also contains a bank of ov@00 IEP objectives directly linked to
the milestones and barrieassessments
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A 16 domainsare presenteih three developmental levels:

A The elementary verbal operants (e.g., echoic, mand, tact, intrav
A The listener skills

A Vocal output

A Independent play

A Social skillsand social play

A Visual perceptual skills and matchitgsample

A Grammatical and syntactical skills

A Group and classroom skills

A Beginning academic skills

VB-MAPP Milestones Master Scoring Form
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VB-MAPP Milestones Master Scoring Form
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MAPP Milestones
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Milestones Assessment: LEVEL | (0-18 MONTHS)

(T) = Direct testing; (O) = Observation; (E) = Either testing or observation; (TO) = Timed observation

ASSESSMENT

IsT 28D 3RD 4TH

MaND TOTAL SCORE:

Does the child use words, sig= desired items or activities?

echoic, imitative, or other prompts, but no
ept What do you want?) — the desired item can
3. Generalizes 6 mands across 2 people, 2 settings, and 2 different examples of a reinforcer

(e.g. mands bubbles from mom and dad, inside and outside, a red bottle and a blue bottle) (E)

4. Spontaneously emits (no verbal prompts) 5 mands — the desired item can be present

(TO:60 min.)

5. Emits |0 different mands without prompts (except, What do you want?) — the desired item
can be present (e.g, apple, swing, car, juice) (E)

Ist 2D 3RD 4TH

Comments/notes:




Milestones Assessment: LEVEL | (0-18 MONTHS)

(T) = Direct testing; (O) = Observation; (E) = Either testing or observation; (TO) = Timed observation

MaND ‘

ASSESSMENT

IsT_2ND 3RD 4TH

TOTAL SCORE;, |41/2

I. Emits 2 words, signs, or PECS, but m
physical prompts (e.g, cracker, book)

2. Emits 4 different mands without prol
be present (e.g., music, slinky, ball) (T)
&
4
(TO: 60 min.)
5.

Does the child use words, signs, or pictures to ask for desire:

Generalizes 6 mands across 2 people, 2 settings, and 2 different examples of a reinforcer
(e.g, mands bubbles from mom and dad, inside and outside, a red bottle and a blue bottle) (E)

. Spontaneously emits (no verbal prompts) 5 mands — the desired item can be present

Emits 10 different mands without prompts (except, What do you want?) — the desired item
can be present (e.g., apple, swing, car, juice) (E)

or activities?

other prompts, but no

t7) — the desired item can

Commensinotes -

MAND Emits 4 different mands without prompts (except, What do you want?) the
2-M desired item can be present (e.g., music, Slinky, ball). (E)

r Objective: To determine if a child mands without echoic prompts, and for a child using
signs or selecting icons, mands without imitative or pointing prompts, respec-
tively.

Materials: Gather items or plan actions that function as reinforcement for the child.
Example: A chill ‘oas‘amimahen he is on a swing and wants to be pushed,

want?” (or something similar).

c or imitative prompt.

| point score:  Give the child 1 point if he mands for 4 different reinforcers without the adult
saying the target word (echoic prompt), giving an imitative or pointing prompt,
or for a child using signs, speaking the word (intraverbal prompt). The desired
item or activity can be present, as well as the verbal prompt, “What do you

/2 point score:  Give the child % point if he emits 3 of these types of mands.
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VB-MAPP
Master Scoring Form
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Fill in the
oval for a .
domain that 1/2 point scores look
was tested, like this
but fioo
score was
given
Some milestones
mi ght get @A00
while higher
milestones are
met
3 things to
look for in a
VB-MAPP
profile
(3) Are there stronger
skills that can be used
to teach weaker skills?
(2) Are the
skills fairly in
balance with (1) Primary
each other? level
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