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The VB-MAPP: Conducting the Assessment 

and Identifying Intervention Priorities  

 

Mark L. Sundberg, Ph.D., BCBA-D 

(www.marksundberg.com) 

ÅAssessment (analysis) drives the intervention 

ÅAn initial assessment provides a baseline (operant skill level) 

ÅOn-going assessment provides tracking and outcome data 

ÅOn-going assessment can guide program adjustments 

ÅThe failure to conduct an adequate assessment can result in an 
inappropriate and ineffective curriculum for a child, as well as a 
waste of valuable teaching time and resources 

The Importance of Assessment 
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ÅIt is essential to identify a childôs existing verbal, nonverbal, and 
social skills (e.g., mands, echoics, listener skills, peer initiation) 

ÅIt is also essential to identify the language, social, behavioral, and 
learning barriers that are preventing or slowing down skill acquisition 

ÅMost common language assessment tools for children with autism fail 
to provide this necessary information (Esch, LaLonde, & Esch, 2010) 

ÅFor example, 28 out of 30 assessments fail to assess a childôs mand 
repertoire (Esch et al, 2010), and none provide an assessment of 
possible barriers 

What Should be Assessed for 

Children with Autism? 

ÅNorm-referenced vs. criterion-referenced 

ÅA norm-referenced tests ranks and sorts students using percentile 
measures relative to a large sample of peers (e.g., IQ tests, SAT, 
PPVT, ñBell curveò) 

ÅA criterion-referenced test provides a measure of a studentôs mastery 
of a pre-determined group of skills (e.g., math skills) 

ÅA criterion-referenced test provides specific information as to what a 
student (or professional) can or cannot do in a certain domain (e.g., 
manding, national board medical exam, BACB exam) 

ÅA criterion-referenced assessment provides the operant level 
(baseline) of a domain of skills for an individual learner , and can 
directly point to intervention needs and priorities 

 

 

 

 

 

The Value of a Criterion-Referenced 

Assessment 
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ÅBasic behavioral concepts and principles allow professionals to 

identify and quantify learning, as well as barriers (e.g., 

motivation, reinforcement, stimulus control, generalization)  

ÅA behavioral analysis of typical human development provides a 

frame of reference for an assessment (e.g., Bijou & Baer, 1965; 

Schlinger, 1996; Novak & Pelaez, 2003; Skinner, 1957) 

ÅSkinnerôs (1957) analysis of verbal behavior provides a 

behavioral framework of language and social behavior that can 

be used to guide an intervention program (Sundberg & Michael, 

2001) 

A Behavioral Approach to Assessment for 

Children with Autism 

ÅExpands and clearly delineates the traditional categories of 
expressive and receptive language 

Å Expressive language is expanded across the verbal operants 
Åechoic (motor imitation, copying-a-text) 

Åmand  

Å tact  

Å intraverbal  

Å textual 

Å transcriptive 

Å Receptive language is expanded to four distinct repertoires 
Å listener discriminations (receptive language) 

Å audience participation  

Åmediator of reinforcement 

Å emotional responder 

The Value of  

 Skinnerôs Analysis of Language  
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ÅThere are five components of the VB-MAPP  

ÅThe VB-MAPP: Milestones Assessment measures 16 domains 
with 170 language, learning, and social milestones, across 3 
developmental levels (0-18 months, 18-30 months, 30-48 months) 

ÅThe VB MAPP: Barriers Assessment examines 24 common 
learning and language barriers often faced by children with autism 

ÅThe VB MAPP: Transition Assessment is a summary assessment 
of 18 domains and can serve as a guide for planning a childôs 
educational needs  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment 

 and Placement Program: 

The VB-MAPP 

ÅThe VB-MAPP: Supporting Skills and Task Analysis provides a 
checklist of hundreds of additional skills that may not warrant 
milestone status, but support the development of each of the 
domains (e.g., mands for attention, tacts of auditory stimuli)   

ÅIn addition, this section contains a task analysis of the 170 
milestones, which is valuable for those progressing at a slower rate  

ÅThe VB-MAPP: Placement and IEP Goals provides 
recommendations for program development based on the childôs 
VB-MAPP profile, and his specific scores on the 170 milestones 
and the 24 Barriers  

ÅAlso contains a bank of over 200 IEP objectives directly linked to 
the milestones and barriers assessments 
 

 
 

 

Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment 

 and Placement Program: 

The VB-MAPP 
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Å16 domains are presented in three developmental levels: 

ÅThe elementary verbal operants (e.g., echoic, mand, tact, intraverbal)  

ÅThe listener skills 

ÅVocal output 

ÅIndependent play  

ÅSocial skills and social play 

ÅVisual perceptual skills and matching-to-sample 

ÅGrammatical and syntactical skills 

ÅGroup and classroom skills 

ÅBeginning academic skills  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The VB-MAPP Milestones:  

How to Score the Assessment 

 

There are 3  

developmental  

levels 

0-18 months 

Typical  

development 

18-30 months  

Typical 

development 

30-48 months  

Typical  

development 
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Level 1 measures  

9 domains with 45 

milestones 

Level 2 measures  

12 domains with 

60 milestones 

Level 3 measures  

13 domains with 

 65 milestones 

First 6 

domains 

appear in 

all three 

levels 

 

Motor imitation  

and echoic appear 

only in levels 1 and 2 

LRFFC, IV, group,  

and linguistic 

measures are  

added in levels  

2 and 3 

Reading, 

writing, and 

math are  

added in  

level 3 

Vocal play (babbling) 

is dropped in levels 2 

and 3 
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Enter the 

childôs personal 

information 

Sophie A. 
7/1/11 

3 yrs. 

How to score the cells: 

Mand Level 1 

MS 

Enter tester(s) 

Enter 

date 

7/23/14 

Enter 

color 

             

5 Milestones  
for each 
Domain, at 
each level 

1 

Enter a score of  
1, ½, or 0, based  
on the scoring criteria 
 in the VB-MAPP Guide 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1/2 

41/2 

Enter the total  

score here 

Add any relevant information such as 

specific words, or oddities such as all 10 

mands are for different toy dinosaurs 

4 ways to obtain the 

relevant data 
Designed 

for 4 testing 

periods, but  

more can 

be added 

5 items for each 

milestone 

The scoring instructions and criteria are 

contained in the VB-MAPP Guide 
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Fill in the 

corresponding  

cells with the 

scores obtained 

VB-MAPP
Master Scoring Form

Copyright 2008 Mark L. Sundberg

1 2 3 4

LEVEL 3

Mand Tact Listener VP/MTS Play Social Reading Writing LRFFC IV Group Ling. Math

15

14

13

12

11

LEVEL 2

Mand Tact Listener VP/MTS Play Social Imitation Echoic LRFFC IV Group Ling.

10

9

8

7

6

LEVEL 1

Mand Tact Listener VP/MTS Play Social Imitation Echoic Vocal

5

4

3

2

1

Date of birth:

Age at testing:

Date Color Tester 

Child's name: MS                        1st test:

Key: Score

          

                

                

2nd test:

3rd test:

                 

                

        

                

     William                                                        

       4/12/11                                                      

                4th test:                 

7/23/14

                

          

           

                

1 

Enter the  

total score 

here 

 

Skills can be 

tested one at 

a time, or all 

together 

Reinforce 

correct 

responses 

Multiple 

assessors 

can 

participate 

There is no 

time limit 

VB-MAPP
Master Scoring Form

Copyright 2008 Mark L. Sundberg

1 2 3 4

LEVEL 3

Mand Tact Listener VP/MTS Play Social Reading Writing LRFFC IV Group Ling. Math

15

14

13

12

11

LEVEL 2

Mand Tact Listener VP/MTS Play Social Imitation Echoic LRFFC IV Group Ling.

10

9

8

7

6

LEVEL 1

Mand Tact Listener VP/MTS Play Social Imitation Echoic Vocal

5

4

3

2

1

Date of birth:

Age at testing:

Date Color Tester 

Child's name: MS                        1st test:

Key: Score

          

                

                

2nd test:

3rd test:

                 

                

        

                

     William                                                        

       4/12/11                                                      

                4th test:                 

7/23/14

                

          

           

                

Repeat the 

trial if 

necessary 
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Some milestones 

might get ñ0ò 

while higher 

milestones are 

met 

Fill in the  

oval for a 

domain that 

was tested, 

but  a ñ0ò 

score was 

given 

1/2 point scores look 

like this 

 

3 things to 

look for in a 

VB-MAPP 

profile 

(1) Primary 

level 

(2) Are the 

skills fairly in 

balance with 

each other? 

(3) Are there stronger 

skills that can be used 

to teach weaker skills? 


