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As we learn we become accepting
and less fearful.
Researchers are finding that as
students become more
knowledgeable they are more
accepting. As aresult of a
disability awareness pilot study,
that focused on increasing
knowledge, researchers found
that “significantimprovements in
knowledge, attitudes, and

acceptance of disability were
evident immediately following the
intervention” (Ison, N. et al. 2010).

Puppets are a fun and
engaging medium to teach
children.
Capturing the children’s
attention needs
to be the focus of the
puppeteers
and the goal of the
performance.

“The Language of Friendship” was written & created v ) ¢
by Kim Bennett, Educational Consultant for Tuscarora

Intermediate Unit 11 to fill the need of bringing

information and awareness about autism spectrum

disorders to regular education peers and school

personnel in order to create a more accepting

environment conducive to implementing LRE and FAPE |,

for all our students with autism. ===
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Acceptance Comes
From Knowledge

“The importance of autism
awareness, acceptance, and the
big idea that we all are people first-

goes a long way in promoting a
/)X“'x‘x‘ welcoming school environment for
all kids. With the great instruction
provided the students and the
work being done to promote
school wide acceptance..inclusion,

without compromise of FAPE, is a

fact!”
Mike Miklos, MS, BCBA
PaTTAN

*The goal of “ The Language of Friendship” is to capitalize on
the power of knowledge and understanding, when provided in a
fun and easy to understand format to typical peers in a school
setting, and it’s ability to increase acceptance of students with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD).

*Knowledge about ASD brings acceptance and active
involvement from typical peers and adults

who come in contact with individuals

with autism, especially in the

school setting.




The utility of using the media of puppetry in promoting autism
awareness is one that when embraced by school administrators
and educators can become a program that brings about lasting
results of acceptance of all students no matter what their needs

may be.

Doing so can provide tools to typical peers on how to be their

friend and possibly prevent future acts of bullying due to a lack

of understanding.

7/31/2011

Leading up to the day of the performance of the
autism awareness puppet show, we shared with
teachers lesson plans and discussionideas on
what autism is and the importance of being a
friend to someone with autism. These concepts
were pre-taught and the children came into the
assembly with some exposure to autism.

“The Language of
Friendship” features
two puppets on the
spectrum. One is a

non-vocal learner with
autism and the other
has Aspergers
Syndrome. This gives
the audience a view of
how autism is a
spectrum disorder.

“The Language of
Friendship” is
interactive and
actively engages the
students in
responses, laughter,
Q&Atime, and
discussion ideas.

Video clip from
Lewistown
Elementary School
February 2011

Lewistown
Elementery
School

Outcomes at New
*Every classroom at every level Holland Elementary
followed up with the discussion School

and lessons learned in a classroom e —

“The point of offering
such an opportunity
was to try to create
more sensitivity and
less confusion about
our special needs
students among the
children. I believe this
has occurred as
evidenced by a few
things that we have put
in place since the
show.”
Sue Sneath, principle of New
Holland Elementary School

Outcomes at New
Holland Elementary
School

As a result of the puppet
show, New Holland
Elementary is using the
older regular education
students in a “Pit Crew”
format to sit with their
students with autism at
lunch and to play at
recess. Selected
students are assigned to
a chosen AS students on
ascheduled day of the
week.

meeting format.

*Fifth grade students created a
biography about themselves on a
“puzzle piece” like the autism
puzzle...those biographies
highlighting” our dtafef erences
hanging throughout the hallway in
one connected puzzle to support
the concept that it takes all of us to
make our school what it is.

«“Reverse inclusion” practices,
bringing typical students into the
autistic support rooms
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Outcomes at New
Holland Elementary
School

“In my opinion, the show was as
much for the adults in the school
community as it was for the
children. Since the show, we have
worked to include two of our
younger children in with their
typical peers for Kindergarten
instruction. And, the general
education teachers understand
that this will continue to occur. |
believe the show was the first step
of many to create a more sensitive
environment — letters were sent
home to families prior to the show
and pre- and post- lessons were
discussed in every classroom. | like
the steps that have been taken and
again, | thank you for sharing the
show with us so we could begin
moving in the right direction.”

Sue Sneath, Principle of New
Holland Elementary

utcomes at
As a result of the puppet show,
one student with Aspergers school
Syndrome, wrote a speech and
wanted to share in front of his
classmates about his disability.
Along with the help of his Father,
who also has Aspergers, and
support of his teacher, he was
able to feel accepted enough to
share how he feels and why he
acts the way he does. Initially he
wanted to deny his disability in
front of his peers. However,
following the puppet show and
knowing his peers understand
him better, he wants his
classmates to know he is hoping \
to work at making friends & not
lashing out. He said he is
thankful for the friends he has
and that everyone is trying to
understand him.

Lewistown Elementary

“My student shared with
his class this afternoon. It
went well. There were
some good questions that
were asked... Thank you to
alll I am excited to see
how this can help my
student and his peers in
the coming months.”

Submitted by a teacher at
Lewistown Elementary
School

Some classrooms did follow up
discussions. One teacher
posted this summary of
information

on their class web page:

On February 15, we had an Autism

Awareness Assembly. Here are ten things

weleamed aboutautism :

1. There are a lotof people who have autlsm.

2. Peoplewith autism sometimes use sign
language.

3. Autism can'tkill anyone but it can affect
thelr .

4. People withautism do not communicate
well with others.

5. People with autismtalk aboutwhat they
like todo.

6. Kids with autism heed specisl teaching.
7.

8.When someone has autlsm, try to be thelr friend.

9. Play
lonely.

tfeel

10.Treat people who have autlsm with kindness

Outcomes at
Lewistown Elementary
School

Additional results from
teacher survey

Children show interest in communicating with a child with

autism.

Pre
54.8%

Post
58.1%

Teacher Survey Results from Lewistown Elementary School :
31 Teachers responded to a pre and post survey-

| teach children with autism on a daily/weekly basis.
Pre Post
61.7% 66.7%

Children who use sign language are invited into my
classroom.

Pre Post
20.8% 38.7%

| understand why autism is called a spectrum disorder.
Pre Post
77.4% 77.4%

| am looking for ways to include children with autism in
my classroom.

Pre Post
23.3% 63.3%

In conclusion:
Acceptance & awareness
was evidenced in both

I have an understanding of the communication deficits of
children with autism.

Pre Post
80.6% 80.6%

studentsand adults following
the presentation of * T h e
Language of Friendship”
autism awareness puppet show
in both pilot performances
(New Holland Elementary
School and Lewistown
Elementary School).

I am developing ways to include children with autism in my
school.

Pre Post
23.3% 63.3%

The media of puppetry is
proving to be effective for
presenting information on ASD
in a fun and friendly way that
results in future acts of
kindness and promotes an
awareness among

elementary age students.

OTHER INFORMATION:

25% of the teachers had a friend with autism

21.7% had a relative with autism

29.0% said the information helped them understand ASD
this could be because many had previous knowledge of
autism. One teacher however commented that she would
like more training.




FUTURE

*Design curriculum to
pre-teach the concepts
related to ASD and
acceptance of others.

*Materials that are
grade specific and
appropriate for each
age group.

*Materials that
incorporate all the
main points of “The
Language of Friendship”
puppet show

CONSIDERATIONS

*Easy to access sign
language resource for
teaching signs.

+Follow up resources such
as coloring pages & story
books that review the
story and main ideas from
“The Language of
Friendship” puppet show.

*Aresource of follow up
activities that can be done
to encourage friendship
and acceptance in the
school setting.

essssssesense

~Thank you for coming. |
Nowsitbackand |
~enjoy the show ©
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