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OUR DEVELOPMENT

THE PENNSYLVANIA AUTISM TASK FORCE

The key recommendations from this report drive the work of
the Bureau of Autism Services.

BAS ADULT PROGRAMS

What we are learning about supporting adults with autism
helps us adapt our approach.

THE PENNSYLVANIA AUTISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT

The key findingsare informing crosssector initiatives.
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BUREAU OF AUTISM SERVICES

Central and Regional Offices

BUREAU OF AUTISM
SERVICES
Central Office
Health and Welfare Building
Harrisburg, PA

Central Waiver
Administration &
Eastern Region
State Office Bldg
Philadelphia, PA

Western Region Central Region & ACAP
Pittsburgh State Administration
Office Building Health & Welfare Bldg
Pittsburgh, PA Harrisburg, PA




BAS MISSSEN

Our mission is to develop and manage
services and supports to enhance the gquality
of life for Pennsylvanians living with Autism

Spectrum Disorders and to support their
families and caregivers.



Support those living with autism throughout the life span

Support those living with autism across the spectrum

Support families

Every person living with autism can have an improved
guality of life given the right supports delivered by trained
staff

Increased independence and selufficiency

Explore innovative models



A True Spectrum

No two people with ASD are alike, even if they have
the same diagnosis.




Autism Updates: The Changing Landscape




National Updates

AFederal Government (May 2012Applied Behavior
Analysis (ABA),the most widely used behavioral
ET OAOOAT OEIT OOAA Ol 00,
therapy that qualifies for health insurance coverage,
OAOEAO OEAT Al OAAOAAOE]

AFor an update ogenetic researchunderway, visit
our virtual training center this fall to view the
recordedBAS PA Autism Training Conferesession!



Changes in Diagnosis Criteria

AASAN Policy Brief: How Will DSV Impact
Service?

AGoogle Search:ASAN PolicyBrief DSMV

http ://autisticadvocacy.org/2012/06/asanrpolicy-
brief-how-will-dsm-5-impact-services/
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ProfessionaRequirements in PA

ACT 62

A Regulated byPa Departmenbf Insurance

A Private insurance mandated to cover autism services up to $36,000/year

A Provides coverage for the diagnosis and treatment of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)
A Covers children up to the age of 21

Behavioral Specialist Licensing Regulations
A Definesqualifications and training standards

A Requires a license for Behavioral Specialists to provide services under Act 62
to_children with ASD, by May 26, 2013

All guestions about Licensure Requirements & the Application should be directed to:

State Board of Medicine
P.O. Box 2649, Harrisburg, PA 171819
Phone- (717) 783400
Fax- (717) 787769
ST-MEDICINE@pa.gov

Additional questions about the law should be directed to the Department of Insurance.
www. PAAutisminsurance.org

RA-IN AUTISM@PA.GOV
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ldentifying the Scope of Needs




Pennsylvania Autism Census Project

The tidal wave of children with autism are
OOAT OEOEITET C EIT O AAOI

How do we provide for them?




PA Autism Census Project

Findings:
A€ Wohododod PAI DI A xEOE AOOEOI
A Given the trend, that number has reach2d,000-30,000

Percent of Individuals with Autism in
Pennsylvania in 2005 by Age Group
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PA Autism Census Project

A 2005: just over # of Adults with Autism in PA
1,400 adults with
autism 25888
A2010: 179%
Increase td3,825
A 2015: 621%
Increase tal0,140 0 . . .
A 2020 1’292% —4—n0 new diagnosis

=—-assuming new diagnoses proportional to current ra

Increase tal9,587




Updated Pennsylvania Estimates:
Center for Disease Control (CDC)

A PA Autism Census Projegtindividuals aged 18+ in 2012: 8,494
A 2010 US Census population in PA: 12,702,379
A 2010 US Census populatid8 & over in PA9,910,224

A Old CDC (1 in 110) Estimate Number of Individuals with ASD in PA: 115,476

A New CDC (1 in 88) Estimate Number of Individuaishildren &
Adults) with ASD in PA: 144,345

A Old CDC Estimate Number &dults with ASD in PA: 90,093

A New CDC Estimate Number of Adults with ASD in PA: 112,61€



What does the research evidence tell us
about autism prevalence?

A Broader diagnostic criteria

A Better screening and diagnostic tools
Alncreased public awareness

AMore accurate counting in schools

A Diagnostic substitution :
A increase in autism diagnosis corresponds with decrease in
diagnosis of ID, ADHD, an other developmental disorders.
A Many individuals who are now diagnosed with Asperger
Syndrome were not diagnosed as having autism in the
past

A Other reasons still to be determined



Some Explanation of the CDC Numbers

E CDC numbers based on the Autism and Developmental Disabilities
Monitoring (ADDM) Network

E ADDM focuses on children aged 8 yeatise age of identified peak
prevalence.

E The extent to which these increases reflect better case ascertainment
as a result of increases in awareness and access to services or true
Increases in prevalence of ASD symptomsas known.

E ASDs continue to be an important public health concern in the United
States, underscoring the need for continued resources to identify
potential risk factors and to provide essential supports for persons
with ASDs and their families.

E0O! 30 OADPI OOEI C OOOOAEI I AT AA OEO
the CDC data, are consistent with the data from our, BAS, Census
Report.



With effective supports,
individuals with autism
are able to be part of the
community, hold jobs,
and reach their potential
to live as independently as

possible.

Meeting the Need



Bridge to Nowhere

Without effective
supports, wesee:

E Homelessness

E Crisis intervention

E Hospitalizations

E Chemical restraints

E Justice Intersections
E High family stress

E Individuals with autism

living at home with aging
parents or siblings



