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OUR DEVELOPMENT 

THE PENNSYLVANIA AUTISM TASK FORCE 
The key recommendations from this report drive the work of  

the Bureau of Autism Services. 
 
 

BAS ADULT PROGRAMS 
What we are learning about supporting adults with autism 

helps us adapt our approach. 
 
 

THE PENNSYLVANIA AUTISM NEEDS ASSESSMENT  
The key findings are informing cross-sector initiatives.  
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BAS MISSION 

     

 

Our mission is to develop and manage 
services and supports to enhance the quality 
of life for Pennsylvanians living with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders and to support their 
families and caregivers.    

 



 

 

 BAS VALUES 

È Support those living with autism throughout the life span 
  

È Support those living with autism across the spectrum 
    

È Support families 
  

È Every person living with autism can have an improved 
quality of life given the right supports delivered by trained 
staff 
 

È Increased independence and self-sufficiency 
  

È Explore innovative models 



A True Spectrum 

No two people with ASD are alike, even if they have 
the same diagnosis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

Autism Updates: The Changing Landscape 



National Updates 

ÅFederal Government (May 2012 ): Applied Behavior 
Analysis (ABA), the most widely used behavioral 
ÉÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÒÅÁÔ ÁÕÔÉÓÍȟ ÉÓ Á ȰÍÅÄÉÃÁÌȱ 
therapy that qualifies for health insurance coverage, 
ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎ ȰÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȱ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ. 

 

ÅFor an update on genetic research underway, visit 
our virtual training center this fall to view the 
recorded BAS PA Autism Training Conference session! 



Changes in Diagnosis Criteria 

ÅASAN Policy Brief: How Will DSM-5 Impact 
Services? 

 

ÅGoogle Search:  ASAN Policy Brief DSM-V 

 

http ://autisticadvocacy.org/2012/06/asan-policy-
brief-how-will -dsm-5-impact-services/ 
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Professional Requirements in PA 
ACT 62 
Å Regulated by Pa Department of Insurance 
Å Private insurance mandated to cover autism services up to $36,000/year 
Å Provides coverage for the diagnosis and treatment of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
Å Covers children up to the age of 21 
  

Behavioral Specialist Licensing Regulations 
Å Defines qualifications and training standards 

Å Requires a license for Behavioral Specialists to provide services under Act 62 
to children with ASD, by May 26, 2013 

 

All questions about Licensure Requirements &  the Application should be directed to: 
State Board of Medicine  

P.O. Box 2649, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2649  
Phone - (717) 783-1400  

Fax - (717) 787-7769  
ST-MEDICINE@pa.gov  

 
Additional questions about the law should be directed to the Department of Insurance. 

www.PAAutismInsurance.org 
            RA-IN AUTISM@PA.GOV  

 

http://www.paautisminsurance.org/
mailto:ST-MEDICINE@pa.gov
mailto:ST-MEDICINE@pa.gov
mailto:ST-MEDICINE@pa.gov
mailto:ST-MEDICINE@pa.gov
http://www.paautisminsurance.org/


 

Autism in Pennsylvania 
 

 

Identifying the Scope of Needs 



Pennsylvania Autism Census Project 
 

The tidal wave of children with autism are  
ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÄÕÌÔÈÏÏÄȣ  

 
                     How do we provide for them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PA Autism Census Project 

Findings: 

ÅЄ ΨΦȟΦΦΦ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÕÔÉÓÍ ÉÎ 0ÅÎÎÓÙÌÖÁÎÉÁ ÉÎ ΨΦΦΫ  

ÅGiven the trend, that number has reached 25,000-30,000 
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PA Autism Census Project 

Å2005: just over 
1,400 adults with 
autism  
 
Å2010:  179% 

increase to 3,825  
 
Å2015:  621% 

increase to 10,140 
 
Å2020: 1,292% 

increase to 19,587 
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Updated Pennsylvania Estimates: 
Center for Disease Control (CDC)  
  
ÅPA Autism Census Project ɀ individuals aged 18+ in 2012: 8,494 

 
Å2010 US Census population in PA: 12,702,379 

 
Å2010 US Census population 18 & over in PA: 9,910,224 

 
ÅOld CDC (1 in 110) Estimate Number of Individuals with ASD in PA: 115,476 

 

ÅNew CDC (1 in 88) Estimate Number of Individuals (Children & 
Adults) with ASD in PA: 144,345 
 

ÅOld CDC Estimate Number of Adults with ASD in PA: 90,093 
 

ÅNew CDC Estimate Number of Adults with ASD in PA: 112,616 
 

 



What does the research evidence tell us 
about autism prevalence? 
 
ÅBroader diagnostic criteria  
ÅBetter screening and diagnostic tools 
ÅIncreased public awareness  
ÅMore accurate counting in schools 
ÅDiagnostic substitution : 
Å increase in autism diagnosis corresponds with decrease in 

diagnosis of ID,  ADHD, an other developmental disorders. 

Å Many individuals who are now diagnosed with Asperger 
Syndrome were not diagnosed as having autism in the 
past 
ÅOther reasons still to be determined   

 



Some Explanation of the CDC Numbers 
ÈCDC numbers based on the Autism and Developmental Disabilities 

Monitoring (ADDM) Network  

ÈADDM focuses on children aged 8 years - the age of identified peak 
prevalence.  

ÈThe extent to which these increases reflect better case ascertainment 
as a result of increases in awareness and access to services or true 
increases in prevalence of ASD symptoms is not known.  

ÈASDs continue to be an important public health concern in the United 
States, underscoring the need for continued resources to identify 
potential risk factors and to provide essential supports for persons 
with ASDs and their families.  

È0!ȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÓÕÒÖÅÉÌÌÁÎÃÅ ÓÉÔÅ ɉ0ÈÉÌÁÄÅÌÐÈÉÁ #ÏÕÎÔÙɊ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÁÌÌ 
the CDC data, are consistent with the data from our, BAS, Census 
Report. 
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With effective supports, 

individuals with autism 

are able to be part of the 

community, hold jobs, 

and reach their potential 

to live as independently as 

possible. 
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Without effective 
supports, we see: 
 
ÈHomelessness 

 
ÈCrisis intervention 

 
ÈHospitalizations 

 
ÈChemical restraints 

 
È Justice  Intersections 

 
ÈHigh family stress 

 
È Individuals with autism 

living at home with aging 
parents or siblings 

 
 

 

 


